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The 5 Star System ratings have been released by the Kentucky Department of Education and 

Fulton County Schools is committed to improving student proficiency outcomes and student 

achievement. Kentucky Department of Education selected a standards setting panel to participate 

and make recommendations to the Commissioner of Education, Dr. Wayne Lewis, concerning 

the accountability standard system. A group of education stakeholders met to consider criteria for 

classifications within the accountability system. The panelist considered the purpose of the star 

rating system that included the discussion that the 5 star system begins conversations on what is 

working well or needs assessment; and that the system is not an overall assessment or judgement.  

Mr. Collins, Superintendent of Fulton County Schools stated, “Please know that the 5 Star 

System does not show a summative rating that defines who we are, but does show where we 

need to improve.”  

Fulton County Schools is a community that works daily to improve students’ achievement and 

celebrate their successes. To that end, the Fulton County Schools’ board, faculty, and staff 

believe that every child that walks into Fulton County Schools is able to learn and our goal is to 

guide each child in reaching their fullest potential. The school system will remain goal orientated 

and expect the same from students and families. Within the school system is an active PTSO, 

Community Partners, as well as an active Booster Club that is constantly looking to grow 

individually, each other, and the families of Fulton County Schools. “We know the challenges 

our students face and we continue to teach them ways to cope and be productive”, stated Mr. 

Collins. The Fulton County School Board, administrators, faculty, and staff, are committed to 

success and to the vision of Proficiency, Positive Relationships, and Pilot Pride and we are 

grateful for the opportunity to embrace, empower, and energize our students towards academic 

and career achievement.  

There is greatness at Fulton County Schools and in the last year our young people have received 

state and national recognition for their achievements and the board is thankful for the leadership 

of faculty and staff in guiding and supporting our young people and their families. As one 

reviews the five star rating system, Fulton County Schools does have reasons for celebrations as 

we are rated very high in writing at the high school and we have multiple offerings and programs 

for our students at all grade levels including staffing a full time nurse, as well as a wonderful 

music program and we have the highest ranked nutrition and wellness program in the 
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Commonwealth of Kentucky! Furthermore, the Young Leaders in Action Team is state and 

nationally ranked and our students are competing and winning at the state and national level in 

several programs including FBLA and FFA. Over the last six years, Fulton County 

Elementary/Middle schools robotics team has been dynamic and we continue to exhibit Pilot 

Pride in extra-curricular and athletic programs!  

While there is greatness, we have work to accomplish. In the last six years, overall, our academic 

achievement has improved 400% and has remained constant over the last five years. While we 

have grown, we have remained in the 35% proficiency rating and we must press forward. The 

goal is to move every student socially, emotionally, and academically each year that they are 

enrolled, as we desire for each student to move forward and to gain ground. We are glad that the 

community and families of Fulton County Schools choose to have their children be Pilots. So 

what do we need to do to get better? The data shows that we need to emphasize Fluency and 

Vocabulary in both reading and math.  We will accomplish this by deliberate planning, having 

fun in our classrooms, by offering project based learning, and 50% of instruction on grade level. 

We need to continue working on analyzing student data in Professional Learning Communities 

and as administrators, supporting faculty and staff in the curriculum work that is occurring in our 

classroom on a daily basis as well as provide to schools, curriculum resources and professional 

development. The Fulton County School Board is supportive of the work that is being revaluated 

at the local building level and schools are using student data to guide curriculum planning and 

are offering Response to Interventions at every grade level to bridge student learning gaps.   

We are Fulton County Schools and the 5 star rating doesn’t define who we are. However, we are 

going to use this system to grow ourselves and serve the students of Fulton County in a better 

capacity.  

 


