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Fulton County Schools recently underwent a Kentucky Department of Education academic 
diagnostic review with three review teams visiting the elementary and middle schools and the 
district office.  The three teams were from Cognia, a KDE contracted company, that is trained to 
conduct academic reviews and give the schools diagnostic reports based on evidence, 
interviews, and site visits of the schools and district offices.  “I am pleased to see that the teams 
saw that the district “has created a strong community culture which is responsive to student, 
teacher, family, and district needs,” stated Superintendent Collins.  “We have worked to ensure 
that the school climate reflects a strong climate of equity and diversity and this was one of our 
top three high quality areas.” The district scored 97% on this area under “Learners are treated 
in a fair, clear, and consistent manner.” The other two high quality areas included a supportive 
learning environment where “Learners demonstrate a congenial and supportive relationship 
with their teacher which was 93%”; and a well-managed learning environment which was also 
93% under “Learners demonstrate knowledge of and/or follow classroom rules and behavioral 
expectations and work well with others.   
 
The team suggested that the district continue to align instruction and student engagement by 
aligning the curriculum to the new Kentucky Academic Standards and to continue to teach 
students to monitor their own progress and to assist “learners in understanding how their work 
is being assessed.” The team suggested the district “establish and commit to a clear set of 
performance benchmarks and measures to monitor the impact of specific strategies” and 
continue to implement research based programs as has been done in the last five years. The 
report commended the school district for its fiscal management, expanded Head Start program, 
strong Preschool program, resource management, dual credit program, grant writing, and 
creation of the Four Rivers Career Academy.   Superintendent Collins said that “the district and 
the schools will continue to provide more rigor and student engagement to meet the new 
standards and move all students forward to being college and/or career ready and prepared to 
successfully transition from Fulton County Schools to the next chapter of their lives.” 
 


