
8th Grade Social Studies Assignments – March 30 – April 3; April 13 – 17, 2020 

 

1.  The government often taxes citizens for the things they buy. 

(Answer the following three questions in complete sentences, supporting your 

answers with details.  Proofread and check spelling, grammar, and punctuation.)  

A.  Describe some examples of times you have paid taxes on things you have 

bought.  

B.  Explain what do you think the government does with all of the tax money it 

collects?  

C.  What do you think it should do with the money?  

 

2.  Watch a local/national news broadcast or read an article from a current 

newspaper.  

A.  Write a 1 paragraph summary paragraph of the news story/article. 

B.  Write a 1 paragraph opinion of the news story/article. – 

(Be sure to write complete paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each). 

 

3.  Design/create your own amendment to the US Constitution.  

A.  Based on class discussions, what do you feel should be a change to the 

Constitution?  

 Remember, whatever you choose MUST be for the common good of society, not 

for a special interest.  You will NOT get credit for anything silly, illegal, or 

impractical. Ask your parents or other relatives what they think should be changed 

about our government.  They could provide some good ideas. 

B.  Write 1 paragraph describing your amendment. 

C.  Write 1 paragraph justifying your reasons for creating it.  

(Be sure to write complete paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each). 

 



4.  In 1793 the U.S. government was based in Philadelphia.  That summer a 

Yellow Fever epidemic hit the city killing at least 5,000 citizens (10% of the 

population).  Citizens debated moving the federal government but were afraid 

to because they didn’t want to act how the British had (King George’s officials 

would suddenly move Representative Assemblies to remote locations in order to 

prevent colonial attendance – this was one of the complaints voiced in the 

Declaration of Independence). 

Today, members of the House of Representatives and the Senate have either 

contracted COVID-19 or placed themselves in voluntary quarantine.  Because of 

this disease, they cannot vote on emergency legislation being brought up on the 

House or Senate floor. 

A.  Do you think members of Congress should be allowed to vote electronically 

from remote locations?   

1. Write 1 paragraph explaining the advantages of allowing electronic remote 

voting. 

2. Write 1 paragraph explaining what could possibly go wrong with allowing 

members of Congress to vote on legislation without having to be present. 

(Be sure to write complete paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each). 

 

5.  Create a family tree.  (If you are unable to research your family, pick someone 

else:  neighbor, guardian, friend). 

 

A.  Compose a family tree from both sides of your family (mom and dad). 

B.  Research as far back as your great-grandparents. 

C.  Tell me something interesting about each member listed on your family tree.  

(For example, my father’s parents moved from Canada to Boston in the 1920s to 

go to dental and nursing school.  They stayed in Boston after graduation.  That’s 

why my dad was an American citizen). 

 


