
7th Grade Social Studies Assignments – March 30 – April 3; April 13 – 17, 2020 

 

 

1.  The United States is facing shortages in critical supplies like face masks and protective 

gloves. 

(Answer the following three questions in complete sentences, supporting your answers with 

details.  Proofread and check spelling, grammar, and punctuation.)  

A.  What two resources would have been critical to the people of the ancient world?  (Don’t just 

think weapons, consider food preservation, equipment, human or animal resources, building or 

clothing materials). 

B.  Why would these resources be considered critical? 

C.  Would the ingredients making up these resources be something that involved trade (for 

example, to make bronze you needed both tin and copper; deposits of these resources were 

located in different parts of the world). 

 

 

2.  Watch a local/national news broadcast or read an article from a current newspaper.  

A.  Write a 1 paragraph summary paragraph of the news story/article. 

B.  Write a 1 paragraph opinion of the news story/article. – 

(Be sure to write complete paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each). 

 

 

3.  Write a Code of 15 Laws for American society in this time of crisis.  Remember, your laws 

must be for the benefit of our country as a whole, not just you or your family.  Consider the 

following: 

 Isolation and quarantine. 

 Closing of non-essential business. 

 Hoarding. 

 Violation of quarantine laws. 

 Hours of operation of essential businesses. 

 Allowing non-violent prisoners out of jail (where they are more likely to become infected 

with covid-19). 

 Curfews. 

 Vacation travel. 

 Closing/reopening of schools. 



 Ensuring that vital equipment and products such as test kits, masks, gloves, respirators, 

diapers, baby formula, milk and bread are available for all citizens that need them. 

 Protection of small businesses and large corporations so that when the crisis is over, 

people will have jobs that they can return to. 

Support each law you have written with an explanation as to why it is necessary and what 

good it will serve.  Write in complete sentences.  Proofread and check spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation.)  

 

 

4.  In ancient Athens, the leader Pericles died of the plague during the Peloponnesian War 

(Athens against Sparta).  This contributed to Athens losing the war. 

What if today, important members of our government got sick and possibly died during the 

COVID-19 crisis?   

A.  Research the chain of command (who would be in charge) in the government of the United 

States. 

B.  What precautions would you have the government take to ensure that our elective officials 

don’t contract the illness? 

C.  Do you think members of government should stay isolated and do things like vote 

electronically?  What would be the advantages or disadvantages? 

Ask your parents and other family members what they think to help you in your search for 

answers.  Keep in mind that any disrespectful comments about any elected official will cause 

you to NOT receive credit for this assignment. 

 (Be sure to write complete paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each). 

 

 

5.  Create a family tree.  (If you are unable to research your family, pick someone else:  

neighbor, guardian, friend). 

A.  Compose a family tree from both sides of your family (mom and dad). 

B.  Research as far back as your great-grandparents. 

C.  Tell me something interesting about each member listed on your family tree.  (For example, 

my father’s parents moved from Canada to Boston in the 1920s to go to dental and nursing 

school.  They stayed in Boston after graduation.  That’s why my dad was an American citizen). 

 


